OpenArtLincs

Art News: June’24

Welcome to the July’24 edition of Art News which aims to connect artists and art lovers across the county
with information on exhibitions, awards, stories, articles on art etc, provided by the readership itself. If you
would like to contribute to the next edition please e-mail openartlincs@gmail.com before August 15™.

At a time when the boundaries defining art are being challenged once again by technology - this time
Artificial Intelligence - it seems an opportune moment to post the image below taken at a recent visit to the
new Attenborough Arts Centre in Leicester:

Before we get started...

Whatis Art?

Art can be anything.
Art can be objects we make like painting, sculpture or
photography.
Art can be performances, moments and ideas.
Art can be cultures and histories.
Art can be about the message, about having something to say.
Art is for everyone.
We all have something to say.
We can all be artists.

Kama Muta: If ever there was a novel theme for an Open Art exhibition this must be it! Kama Muta is a
Sanskrit term which roughly translates as ‘Moved by Love’. It’s mentioned here as an introduction to digital
art. | have a part-time role as supervisor to Ph.D students studying at The University of Wales, Trinity St
David, and the title of one of my student’s research is: ‘Examining Kama Muta in public digital art exhibitions’.

According to the background research, there is a growing shift away from the traditional way of just looking
at a painting or sculpture from a distance and internalising the experience. And this is towards openly
immersing oneself in the art, and experiencing it with all your senses and emotions, without the need for
intellectualisation. This is in keeping with the wider trend in other areas of life over the last decade or so
embracing the fact that we do actually have an emotional life! (Though there is a down-side seen for
example in the now obligatory tear-induced news interviews). In the art world the last few years have seen a
growing number of these moving digital art exhibitions in the big cities and an example can be viewed here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rwnFygwogOQ

David Hockney - who is always ahead of the growth curve with new technologies - was one of the first to use
his work in a digital art exhibition a few years ago. However they do come with a huge price tag due to the
technology involved, so are not likely to be seen in smaller galleries. Virtual Reality headsets at about £500
do give a similar experience to the larger exhibitions, so they may be a more practical offering in some
galleries in the future.

None of this is to suggest that conventional exhibitions in smaller venues will be a thing of the past. Far from
it, we need more of these because they are not just art places but meeting places too, where you get to
converse with the artists and other art lovers. It was a memorable evening at Fiona Hodges’ recent Indigo
Crow open exhibition ‘Never Mind the Ballot Box’, when a number of people attending the private view had a
spontaneous and really interesting group discussion on a number of issues about making art. In this respect,
it’s also a pleasure to announce the opening of another art gallery near Lincoln -The Rickyard Gallery at
Wickenby - described later in this issue. Some artists have described this venue as the new Sam Scorer

Gallery!
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1. Exhibitions and Workshops — at a glance!
July’24 | Aug’24
15th 22nd 2gth gth 12th 19th 26th

Grey Bear and Tillbridge Art Groups, Newark Spotlight Gallery
13" July -15% Sept Usher Gallery ‘Take One A Day’
Lisa Tank ‘Freedom’ at The Gallery at St Martins
Sharon Pugsley-Hill ‘Connect to Nature’ Indigo Crow Gallery (ICG)
Margaret Bird ‘Breakthrough’ (ICG)
Alison Kemp (Kiln fired glass) ‘Colour Reactions’ (ICG)
Rachel Porter ‘Paintings’ (ICG)
I Toni Cunningham workshops at High Toynton marquee I

(a) The Usher Gallery: ‘Take One a Day’ (13" July-15% Sept’24) - After being featured in local newspapers,
and on BBC radio and television last year, the ‘Take One a Day’ photography exhibition is back, bigger and
bolder, at Lincoln’s Usher Gallery this summer.

An expanded collection of images by Louth photographer Paul Gutherson will be shown. These photographs
tell a personal mental health story and encourage us to notice the beauty in the everyday. They will be
accompanied by a film, six-foot-high portraits and the Man Up series by award-winning photographic artist
Richard Ansett: https://jasonbaron.myportfolio.com/current-projects

Thanks to Pete McGovern for forwarding this information.
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(b) Alison Kemp is holding an exhibition ‘Colour Reactions’ at Indigo Crow gallery from 6% - 11" August.

Alison is a kiln fired glass artist, and takes her inspiration from nature. Bringing us a range of beach and tree
art in glass.

Colour Reactions come from the amazing results of using different techniques with a range of sulphur and
copper glass powders when fused at high temperatures in her kiln.

Alison will also be presenting a screen printing coaster workshop on Tuesday 7th August. Places can be
booked here: https://indigocrowgallery.com/
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(c) More Indigo Crow (Lincoln) Exhibitions:

Charron Pugsley-Hill: 16™ - 21 July — ‘Connect to Nature’.
Margaret Bird: 23™ July - 4" Aug — ‘Breakthrough!’

Rachel Porter: 13'" - 18" Aug — ‘Paintings’

For more details and a full list of workshops see: https://indigocrowgallery.com/

(d) The Grey Bear Art Group and The Tillbridge Art Group are holding an exhibition at Newark Spotlight
Gallery, Newark Town Hall, Newark until 20t July.

© Newark Advertiser
Artists Bill Baker and Stephen Pursey with the new art exhibition at Newark Town Hall's Spotlight gallery

(e) The Rickyard Gallery came about a few years ago as a dream of Christine and David Plummer to have a
creative space in the village of Wickenby. As a mixed media artist Christine struggled to find venues to exhibit
her work and run classes, so the gallery idea was born. As the project went along it grew in size, and it was
decided to have a gallery as well as workshop space and accommodation. The project started in 2021 with
quite a delay the following year, as one morning swallows were found nested in the roof. To avoid disturbing
them the project was deferred a few months until the fledglings had flown.
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Even though there is still a lot of work to do, the gallery was finished in time for the Creative Lincs Art Trail
and Open Studios in June. There were seven artists exhibiting their work (see Art News June) and there was a
wonderful response from the public. Future plans are to offer the space to other artists and groups wishing
to exhibit their work. In addition, a programme of workshops is planned and in the not too distant future
there will be accommodation for visiting tutors and students who wish to stay. For more information contact:
textiles@christineplummer.co.uk
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The Rickyard Gallery and an Opening Exhibition of Creative Lincs Art Trail
(Featuring L-R Kate Ravenscroft, Joanna Owens, David and Christine Plummer, Anne Mayes, Anne Chowne,
and Brenda Wilkinson.)

(f) Toni Cunningham is offering two more workshops in the marquee at Toynton village green on the 19 July
on ‘Mixed media’, and 16" August on ‘Transferring images on wood’. Both session start at 10.30am and all
donations go towards the rebuild fund for Toynton church.
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High Toynton Church

2. Art Talks: There’s still a few places available for the next Art Talk ‘Space in Art and Architecture’ by James
Decent on Tuesday July 23" at 7.00pm. The venue is St Nicholas Church Hall, Newport, Lincoln LN1 3DP.
Reservations can be made here: https://www.open-art-lincs.com/art-talks
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Art Works by James Decent
3. The 1st Lincolnshire Virtual Open Exhibition:

There is no deadline for submissions to the virtual gallery so please invite your artists friends to submit a
piece here: https://www.open-art-lincs.com/virtual-open-exhibition Currently all the images of the art-works
are being transferred to a larger virtual gallery space, ready for wider promotion. Also later in the year and
early next year there are plans to invite artists to show their work in real galleries.

Virtual Open Featured Artist: Helen Dearnley decided to exhibit one of three Peace Paintings produced after
lockdown. Peace Painting was originally inspired by working with artist and musician Magne Furuholmen,
whose Climax Cardgame sculpture was installed for the Nobel Peace Prize 2007, with visits to the Nobel
Peace Center in Oslo, and a trip to Hergy, Norway, for the inaugural Peace Painting workshop with Catrine
Gangstg and Tone Toft in 2016. Subscribe to Helen’s blog to find out more information:
https://www.helendearnley.com/blog

Helen is currently working with SANE Creative Awards Scheme funding (https://www.sane.org.uk/how-we-
help/sane-creative-awards-scheme ) for a series of Monaco Paintings, funded for her work as an artist and
carer of a young adult with mental health issues.

Helen Dearnley is an alumni of the University Of Lincoln, and works as both a Fine Artist and lllustrator.

The blackbird is her artists’ signature, inspired by The Beatles track and the lyrics “Take These Broken Wings
And Learn To Fly” Helen set up and ran Lincoln Artists’ Network from 2009 to 2017, for alumni to continue to
exhibit artwork in various locations around the city, including empty shop space, with funding and support
from Enterprise@Lincoln. Helen’s pioneering sound art project Lost Dreams was produced through Weird
Garden, and Anthony Bloxham in the sleep laboratory at the University of Lincoln. Helen is a freelance
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illustrator, specialising in comics and graphic novels, with her graphic novel Cloudbusting and is currently
pursuing a Masters degree to focus on her Illustration work. Helen’s comics and zines are available to buy at
10, Decimal Place on Burton Road, and her work is available for commissions and licensing.

‘And our heroes have lost their map’ by Helen Dearnley

4. The Interview with Michael Jackson:

Michael Jackson studied phamacy then teacher training at the University of Southampton. He has taught in
the UK and East Africa. Then after being a pharmacy owner, he studied landscape and garden design at
Pershore college of agriculture. Michael is a member of the Lincolnshire Artists Society.

1. When and how did you first begin to express your artistic skills?

| suppose it really started at primary school when a friend and | were asked to draw and paint a frieze of the
village for the classroom wall, but | was always playing about with colour and the form of things. The interest
died a bit when | was not able to do A level art due to parental pressure to ‘get a proper job lad’. It was
always in the background though during my scientific university life and even blossomed a bit during a post
graduate design course.

2. What inspired your earlier artistic practice?

Experiences gained from a somewhat varied and fairly well travelled life for both work and pleasure. Running
the Art Club at an African boarding school in up country Kenya will have had an effect too. | just wanted to
‘do it’! No particular period of Art History was of influence nor was a formal art education.

3. Who or what influenced your artistic development?

Probably seeing my youngest brother going to art college, teaching art, and running private groups spurred
me on. Then my own children both went to Art College and did well. One spent a post-graduate year at the
RCA while the other did graphic design and is currently a prime mover in large public art works in Australia.
My wife has always been supportive and practices textile art to a high standard.

| still feel the need for some formal tuition and have attended several evening and day courses run by
recognised local artists. This continues since there is such a lot to learn.

4. What do you regard as a memorable achievement during your art career?

| think that being elected to join the Lincolnshire Artists Society was an endorsement of my (limited) abilities.
| am also happy that a group | started up in 2010, is still thriving in Ingham although | am no longer involved
in the running of it.

5. What are your thoughts/feelings about abstract art?
Is it something you have experimented with?



| like abstract art very much. That is, provided | can see a route from the source material, follow the artist’s
mind, through to the final piece. I'm not keen on abstract expressionism where there seems to be absolutely
no logic. | have not yet experimented with this genre; there’s too much else to learn!

6. What are your thoughts on the art scene in Lincolnshire? (opportunities, galleries etc)

When we moved here in 1975, a lecturer running an evening screen printing course at the Art College said
that Lincolnshire was a ‘cultural desert’. | think that this has changed a lot with the opening of the Collection
(now ‘Lincoln Museum’), the coming of the University, the annual displays of ‘street art’ in the summer, the
L.A.S having negotiated an annual exhibition at Doddington Hall ,the formation of Lincolnshire Open Arts
helping to keep artists in touch and exhibiting at suitable venues, the opening recently of a new gallery and
workshop centre on Burton Road, another on Sincil Street, and the flourishing of small art groups throughout
the county. All the above must be helping to put ‘Art on the Map’ around here

7. Do you keep informed about current trends in art?
If so, what are your thoughts on this with regard to your own artistic development?

Not as much as perhaps ought to. Time is precious and we seem to have so much else to do these days. No
doubt Al will have it’s effect, and it could be detrimental to original human artistic creativity. On the other
hand it’s possible that it may open new avenues for artists to explore. The younger artists will have to wait
and see, analyse, be selective and follow their chosen paths.

8. What are your artistic ambitions for the future?

| would like to continue to enjoy the company of others in the classes | attend. | have no desire to have a
website at the age of 82, and will be happy to remain an ‘archaic dilettante’ as long as | can.

5. News: (a) Roy Summerfield Shapiro has won the Leisure Painter Search Press exhibition award at the 2024
‘Talp Open’ ( https://www.painters-online.co.uk/talp-open-competitions ) for his work ‘The Telephone Call’.
Also Roy’s painting titled ‘Grandma’s Pantry’ has been short-listed for open exhibition at the Harley Gallery.

Grandma'’s Pantry by Roy Summerfield Shapiro
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(b) Gudrun Stahl Sharpley has entered the ‘Wraptious Summer Cushion Competition 2024’ featuring her art
shown below (https://www.wraptious.com/pages/competition2024 ).For every order placed, a tree is
planted.

Curvature Statue Pinnacle

6. Art on the Map!: Calling all artists and art lovers!

OPen Art Lincs would like to produce a map and directory of all the art spaces and art groups across
Lincolnshire. If you are in a formal or informal art group, and would like to feature in the directory and on the
map, please e-mail openartlincs@gmail.com with some details about where and when you meet, and any
other information that could be used to promote your activity. Feel free to include an example of your work
too. We will also aim to feature two or three groups in each future edition of Art News.

Kevin Byron
OPen Art Lincs July’24
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