
                                                                       

 

                                                                                                                                                 

                                                                                Art News: August’24     
  
Welcome to the August’24 edition of Art News connecting artists and art lovers across the county with news 
received from the 500+ plus readership.  

It’s holiday time and there’s quite a few exhibitions to report on, as well as some good news from The 1st 
Lincolnshire Virtual Open Exhibition - with the sale of our first piece of art. There is no deadline on 
submissions to the Virtual Gallery and wider promotion of the existing works is underway.  

As an antidote to the disturbing occurrence of riots in the UK, and as part of this wider promotion, a video of 
the Virtual Gallery exhibition has been produced set to relaxing music, and uploaded to YouTube. Rather like 
the immersive experience of digital art exhibitions, the inclusion of music offers a meditation on both the art 
and the artists themselves, and what they are expressing. The video may be viewed here:   

                                                         https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Qx43Kz-0bI 

This month’s features in Art News are listed below:   

                                                       
 
 
       
 
 
 
The final item provides a link to The Lincoln Independent magazine and their excellent ‘What’s On?’ round up 
of events. Talking of events if you haven’t acquired a copy of the Lincolnshire Heritage Open Days 2024, do 
look out for it - I’m not sure where however - because I only found a copy by accident! It is full of events and 
places to visit right across Lincolnshire. You can download it in the link below, though given that it’s funded 
by all the local councils (ie you the tax-payer), it would be nice to have it more widely available!   
 
                                             https://www.heritagelincolnshire.org/heritage-open-days 
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Exhibitions and Workshops – at a glance!     
 
                                   Aug’24                            |                                          Sept’24 
          17th                    24th                      31st                        7th                      14th                      21st                     28th                     

                             John Dawber     Garden Pollination Wall Art Project, The Lawns, Lincoln 

        Rachel Porter - ‘Changing Landscapes’ 13-18th Aug, Indigo Crow (IC)                   

                                 Rob Lackerstein ‘Icon Art’ Exhibition 19-25th Aug, St Martins, Lincoln    

                                                              ‘Hang’ - Indigo Crow Artists  20th Aug-1st Sept (IC)   

                                            MA Fine Art Degree Show, 24-27th LAC  

                                                                                           Paul Miller - ‘Making Marks’ 3-8th  Sept (IC) 

Fiona Hodges - Collage and Ceramics 10-22nd  Sept,                                                           (IC) 

  Oxcombe Arts and Ceramics Exhibition 21st -22nd Sept, 10am - 4pm, LN9 6LU   

                                                       

1. Exhibitions and Workshops:  

a) John Dawber Garden Pollination Wall Art Project:  

In a new community initiative, the Dawber Garden Community Trust and volunteers are holding art 
workshops to create a ‘Pollination Wall’ mural which will consist of hexagonal tiles, recreating bee cells and 
stencilled by members of the public, showing our pollinators, including bees, flowers, dragonflies and other 
insects. 

The workshops are taking place from 11.00am to 3.00pm each Saturday in August and everyone is invited to 
take part by stencilling their tile and signing it, to create part of the mural. 

Workshops places cost £6.00 and this covers the cost of one decorated tile for the mural and one to take 
home to keep. 

When all the tiles in the mural are decorated, volunteers will seal it to make it waterproof and it will be 
mounted to form another lasting piece of art for the Dawber Garden. Visitors will be able to identify their 
own signed individual piece of art within the mural when visiting in the future. 

Any proceeds from the workshops will be used to fund further improvements to the Dawber Garden which is 
now managed by the Dawber Garden Community Trust, without funding from the local Council. Thanks to 
Rachael Audrey Clark and Lynn Ritson for this information.    

                                                      

  

                                   An aspiring artist stencilling a bee-cell at the John Dawber gardens    

b) Rob Lackerstein is exhibiting ‘Icon Art Exhibition’ - Individuals who left a heart-print on the planet  

From 19-25th August at The Gallery at St Martins, Lincoln. The exhibition features a few of the many people 
that demonstrated unconditional love and left something that enhanced humanity. They also stand as 
reference beings reminding us of our true nature. There are two basic rules in life:  
                         Rule No One: We are unconditional love. Rule No Two: Express Rule No One! 
 



                                                                       

 

                      
                                                                               Icon Art Exhibition        
 

c) Paul Letchworth has given notice of The University of Lincoln MA Fine Art Degree Show on 24-27th Aug 
from 10.00am-4.00pm at the Lincoln Arts Centre (LAC). There is a private view on 23rd from 18.00-20.00pm 
and a ‘Walk and Talk’ tour with the artists on 27th from 11.00am-12.30pm. 

                                                                    

                                                                  
d) Indigo Crow (Lincoln) Exhibitions: (See also https://indigocrowgallery.com/ ) 

1. Rachel Porter - ‘Changing Landscapes’ 13-18th Aug. 
2. ‘Hang’ - The Art of all eight founding members of Indigo Crow 20th Aug-1st Sept.   
3. Paul Miller - ‘Making Marks’  3-8th Sept. 
4. Fiona Hodges - Collage and Ceramics 10-22nd Sept. 
 

         

https://indigocrowgallery.com/


                                                                       

 

e) Kate Boulton and her colleagues invite you to Oxcombe Arts and Ceramics Exhibition on 21st -22nd Sept, 
10am - 4pm. Following the success of our previous exhibitions, Oxcombe’s Art and Ceramics Exhibition is 
returning for a third year. Four exhibition spaces will present a diverse selection of ceramics and artwork, 
celebrating our fantastic local creatives from Lincolnshire and beyond! The postcode is LN9 6LU and there is 
free parking and an entry charge for over 18s of £1.50.  

                                           

2. Art Talks: The next Art Talk is on ‘Geometry in Art and Ornament’ by Kevin Byron on Tuesday September 
24th at 7.00pm. The venue is St Nicholas Church Hall, Newport, Lincoln LN1 3DP. Reservations can be made 
here: https://www.open-art-lincs.com/art-talks  A synopsis of the talk is given below and in the attached 
flyer.  

                                                           
                                                                       Geometry in Art and Ornament 
 
Geometric (as distinct from organic) form and pattern was the earliest expression of abstraction in art and 
ornament. Its former symbolic function was similar to that of storytelling in providing a sense of order and 
meaning in an unpredictable, chaotic world. Starting with the emergence of art in pre-historic times, this talk 
will explore the evolution and application of geometry in art and ornament in different cultures, and also 
discuss geometry in modern abstract art. The talk will include demonstrations of simple Celtic and Arabic 
geometrical construction and the use of geometric design as a codified language.    

https://www.open-art-lincs.com/art-talks


                                                                       

 

3. The 1st Lincolnshire Virtual Open Exhibition:  

I’m pleased to announce the first sale in the Lincolnshire Virtual Open Exhibition and this was a piece by 
Phyllis Mahon shown below. All artists have a permanent space in the gallery and Phyllis has now replaced 
her sold work with a new piece. There’s no entry or commission fees and there’s no deadline for submitting 
work. Details on how to enter are given here: https://www.open-art-lincs.com/virtual-open-exhibition 

                                                                   Phyllis Mahon: ‘A Face, A Memory’   

                                                              

                                                                 Acrylics on canvas board (20 x 20cm)    

 

 

      To take a tour of the exhibition please go to: https://www.open-art-lincs.com/the-virtual-open-gallery 
  
4. The Interview with Sally Kheng:  
 
Sally Kheng studied art and design at Trent College in Nottingham and fine art at Edinburgh College of Art. 
She has spent many years sketching and painting her local Lincolnshire landscape and selling her work on the 
East Coast of England. Sally trained as a silversmith in 2005 at Grimsby College and works from her studio at 
home in Lincoln, painting, creating textile art and jewellery. Sally is also a founder of the new Indigo Crow art 
gallery in Lincoln.  
 

                                                                         

https://www.open-art-lincs.com/virtual-open-exhibition
https://www.open-art-lincs.com/the-virtual-open-gallery


                                                                       

 

1. When and how did you first begin to express your artistic skills? 

As a young child I was fascinated by cartoon characters in comic books and would endlessly copy the images 
in a black pen. I became interested in the shapes that made up the characters and liked to break up the 
images into ovals, circles and rectangles. I still have a lever arch file full of these line drawings that I would do 
when I was about 8 years old. 

2. What inspired your earlier artistic practice? 

I had an artistic mum who was a good watercolour artist, a wedding cake decorator and an incredible 
seamstress. She spent hours nurturing my creative side and encouraging me to try different things. My 
grandfather was an architect and town planner in Nottingham and I can remember seeing some of his 
massive working drawings with exquisite hand drawn detail of buildings, which fascinated me as a child. 

 3. Who or what influenced your artistic development? 

I was very influenced by my A level Art and Design teacher. He was a landscape painter with The Royal 
Academy who slightly abstracted his work. Seeing him painting in the corner of the art department on a 
massive easel was the first time I realised that art could be an interpretation of a subject and not just an 
observational drawing, which at that point is all I had been taught to do at school. 

4. What do you regard as a memorable achievement during your art career? 

At 18 years old I won a design award which was presented by HRH Prince Charles at the design centre in 
London. This was for a collection of fabric print designs. I was offered a place at The Ruskin School of Art in 
Oxford to do a fine art degree, but turned it down to study at Edinburgh College of Art instead because I liked 
the college more! 

My most memorable achievement of all was putting on my first solo art exhibition 25 years ago as I was just 
starting my art journey. I managed to create 80 framed works of art over two years whilst having 3 small 
children and working as a part time graphic designer too! 

5. What are your thoughts/feelings about abstract art? 
     Is it something you have experimented with? 

I do enjoy abstract art and consider my landscape work to be semi-abstract to a degree. I love bold colour 
work, mark-making and definitive shape and pattern, however ‘good’ abstract painting is, for me something 
that makes me react and feel something; happy, sad, excited, crazy, even thoughtful. Without evoking some 
kind of a feeling, abstract art can sometimes be unresolved and misunderstood. There still needs to be 
balance of textures, colours, layout and shape to please the eye which is much more challenging in abstract 
form to get right, than a straightforward interpretation of a subject. 

6. What are your thoughts on the art scene in Lincolnshire? (opportunities, galleries etc/areas     
 for improvement!) 

Lincolnshire is getting there slowly! There are a lot of very good artists all over Lincolnshire and a good core 
community of creative people who all support one another with encouragement and group exhibitions. It 
would be great to have more galleries in the area but any form of retail is now a challenge on the high street. 
However I firmly believe that art is better seen in the flesh than just online.  

Myself and seven other artists have recently opened a gallery, ‘Indigo Crow’ on Burton road in Lincoln. We 
spent a year planning the project before finally opening our doors. It is our collective belief that by doing 
exhibitions of their work, local artists can not only become more visible but gain confidence, have a reason to 
make new work and sell it within the community. We also teach workshops at Indigo Crow, encouraging 
beginners to try different creative subjects and meet and socialise with other like minded people. We believe 
any form of creativity is beneficial for good mental health.  

7. Do you keep informed about current trends in art? If so what are your thoughts on this with    
    regard to your own artistic development? Where do you feel it’s all going? 

I am not interested in current ‘trends’ in art at all. Art is an individual practice and it is a dangerous road to go 
down to paint a certain way because its ‘in’ or because others are doing it. I have learnt to be inspired by 



                                                                       

 

other artists work, both historical and contemporary, but it is very important to me to make the ideas work 
for my own style of art and to filter any inspiration through my own thoughts and process. 

8. What are your artistic ambitions for the future? 

I am currently putting together a book which will hopefully be published next year. It is all about sketchbooks 
and how artists use them as a valuable tool whilst recording their lives, feelings and travels in sketches, 
pictures and working drawings. It will hopefully be a visual record of much of my sketchbook work over the 
years. Other than that it is my ambition to help keep our new gallery, Indigo Crow running successfully for the 
future. 

                   

  

                                                            Examples of landscape work by Sally Kheng                                                                     
 
5. The Lincoln Independent ‘What’s on?’ Guide: 
 Here’s the QR code and Weblink for access to The Lincoln Independent magazine and their comprehensive 
‘What’s On?’ guide:  
 
                                        https://www.lincolnindependent.co.uk/site/index.php/august-2024 
      
 

                                                                             
 
 

   
                                                                                                                                                  Kevin Byron 
                                                                                                                                                 OPen Art Lincs Aug’24 
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